April 4, 2015

Water is the staff of life, and is of particular concern in
drought-stricken California.
On April Fools Day, Governor Jerry Brown announced a series
of measures designed to cope with (what may be) an historic
drought.
Water curtailment measures are to be imposed, with the
intent of reducing water usage by 25%, as the articles below
describe:
California Governor Orders Mandatory Water Restrictions
California Imposes First Ever Water Restrictions to Deal With Drought
Californians Concerned That Efforts to Conserve Water Will Not Help Much

The articles below focus on long-term water conditions, as well
as the failure (so far) for the State to deal with agricultural
water usage (which consumes ca. 80% of California's water).
After Warmest Winter, Drought-Stricken California Limits Water But
Exempts Thirstiest Big Growers
California Drought Tests History of Endless Growth

The article above speculates that the State will be issuing
agricultural water curtailment directives some time in the next
few weeks - time will tell.
In the meantime ...
Drought is of immediate concern to Hidden Valley Lake in view
of recently announced (proposed) changes in rates for water
and sewer service.
About a month ago, the Hidden Valley Lake Community
Services District (CSD) sent a notice of proposed changes to
Community residents, which is available here, and is also
reprinted below.
An informational meeting is scheduled for April 7th (6:30 PM)
at the Coyote Valley elementary school:

A hearing on the proposed rate increases will be held on April
21st, 7 PM, at the CSD Offices on Hartmann Road.
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The CSD explains in its notice why a rise in water and sewer
rates is required (and what it will be used for):

and

To calculate the likely increase in water costs over the next
four years, CSD's numbers were placed in a spreadsheet. This
is required, because the basis of water charges is moving from
a bi-monthly fee of $74.26 (up to 3,000 cubic feet of water,
cfw) to a monthly charge composed to two components, one
fixed, the other dependent on the magnitude of water
consumption. The resulting figures vary according to the water
consumed and escalate over the five-year period, 2014/2015 2019/2020.
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One way to understand the net impact of the water rate
increase is to compute the cost for a specific usage (in cfw)
year-by-year. The percentage increases shown are relative to
the 2014-2015 charge. Up until now, CSD has provided 1500
cfw per month for the same basic charge as 0 cfw. In effect,
low-water consumers have been partially subsidizing higherconsumption households. This is about to change.
Under the proposed rate change, those using relatively little
water will (in the first year) experience little increase in cost
(or even a net decrease). However, over time, even water
frugals are likely to see their rates rise (particularly if on a a
sewer line).

In view of the State's recently imposed drought restriction
order (mandating a 25% decrease in water consumption),
several questions arise.
What is the likely impact on new construction and the water
utilization by HVLA's Golf Course?
Will water consumption decrease by so much that CSD's target
revenues fail to materialize?
Some of these issues are addressed in the CSD's Water and
Sanitary Sewer Rate Study (Final Report, March, 2015), which
is available here.
There are suggested provisions, in this report, for such water
consumption cutbacks. This is wise in light of recent articles
about rising water rates in the SF Bay Area due to water
consumption reductions:
Drought Forcing Up San Francisco-Area Water Rates
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BAY AREA WATER AGENCIES CONSIDER RATE HIKES TO COMBAT FALLING
REVENUE

And one final question ...
How will the forthcoming increases in water costs impact our
Community's economic well-being in view of potential rises in
HVLA assessments over the coming years?
Enjoy the Easter Weekend!
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Community Facebook Pages and Websites
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Middletown Art Center
HVLownerAdvocate
Hidden Valley Lake Forum
Hidden Valley Lake Friends and Neighbors
Hidden Valley Lake Exchange
Hidden Valley Lake Association
PETITION CENTRAL
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wild Diamond Vineyard
Petition for Requiring an Environmental Impact Report for Vineyard close
to Eagle Rock in Hidden Valley Lake
If you would like to sign the petition, Please Click on this link.
Additional information can be found here.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stop the Hartmann Project From Encroaching on Open Space
Petition Background (Preamble): The Hidden Valley Lake Association (HVLA) Board
of Directors are proposing to build a 12,177 square foot facility to house a new events
center. The proposed facility encroaches on recreational open space, which is a
benefit to all Lake County residents.
The building will also abut a pond that has proven to be a danger to human life.
Petition:
We, the undersigned, call on Lake County Board of Supervisors to deny any rezoning,
variance or other instrument that would allow this egregious encroachment. Open
space in a residential development is especially beneficial to personal enjoyment and
for wild life.
If you'd like to sign ... Please Click on this link

------------------------------------------------------------------------------Hartmann Event Center Project
Petition for requiring the HVLA Membership to be surveyed before
building.
If you would like to sign the petition, Please Click on this link.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------eNewsletter Archive

An archive of many of the eNewsletters sent over the past year
is now online. It can be accessed via the link below:
HVLaRising eNewsletter Archive
HVLaRising Website
The HVLaRising website has been revised to take into account
current circumstances in our Community. It can be
accessed here.
Sincerely,
Steve Greenberg
HVLaRising | steven@hvlarising.org | http://www.hvlarising.org
Hidden Valley Lake, CA 95467
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